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Belarus in International Ratings and Domestic Statistics
Facts & Figures as of October 2011


The National Statistics Committee of Belarus reports that in the first 
9 months of 2011 as compared to the same period of the last year Belarus recorded:

- a GDP growth of 7.9 per cent;

- a 14.9 per cent increase in the capital investments;

- growth in real disposable incomes of the population of 5.8 per cent.

The registered unemployment on October 1, 2011 was 0.6 per cent of 
the economically active population (at the end of September 2010 this figure was 0.8 per cent). 

During the first eight months of 2011 the foreign trade in goods and services increased by 51.3 per cent, including the growth of exports by 60.7 per cent, 
as compared to the same period of 2010.

The CIS Interstate Statistical Committee puts Belarus ahead of all CIS countries in terms of industrial output growth for the period January-August 2011 compared to the same period of 2010 with its growth rate of 11 per cent over the last year's indicator. 

According to the report "Doing Business 2012: doing business in a more transparent world" of the World Bank and the International Finance Corporation the rankings of Belarus rose in 5 categories out of 10, with 3 of them growing significantly. 

Belarus moved to the 79th position in the category "Protecting investors" from the 108th position in the report of 2010.

In "Paying taxes" category Belarus moved from the 183rd to the 156th position.

In "Resolving insolvency" Belarus is at the 82nd place compared to the 98th 
a year before.

Belarus also improved its rankings in "Registering property" (improvement from 6th to 4th place) and "Dealing with construction permits" (from 45th to 
44th position). 

The general ranking of Belarus in the 2011 World Bank and IFC report is 
69 out of 183 states, which is 22 points higher than in 2010.

According to the 2011 Legatum Prosperity Index of the independent British Legatum Institute Belarus holds 50th position among 109 states, up 4 points from 
the previous year ranking, leaving behind its neighbors (Latvia is on the 51st place, Russia is on the 59th, Ukraine is on the 74th). In calculating this index 
the researchers take into regard economic situation in the country, education, health care, governance and some other indicators. These prosperity factors are measured according to their contribution to the economic growth and long-term prosperity of the population.

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) considers the Republic of Belarus an important producer of major agricultural produce. In particular, 
the newsletter "Food Outlook: Global Market Analysis" of October 2011 reports 
a record level of cereal crops harvest of 9.2 million tons, that is 37 per cent higher than the average annual figure in the last 5 years.

According to the 2011 UNICEF report "Levels and Trends in Child Mortality" Belarus:
· has reached its lowest rate of child mortality under the age of 5 years among the CIS countries and stands higher in this index than such countries as Qatar, Latvia, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and the USA;

· Belarus has reached the lowest indicator in the CIS for child mortality and keeps behind the UK, Canada, Lithuania, New Zealand, USA and Croatia;
· Belarus has reached ahead of schedule the 4th goal of the Millennium development goals, "Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, 
the under-five mortality rate".

Belarus is the 52nd on the ICT development index (IDI) according to the report "Measuring the Information Society 2011", published by the International Telecommunications Union. IDI is a composite index that includes 11 indicators, covering access to ICTs, the use of ICT and ICT skills. Belarus is only second to Russia in the CIS regional group, while leaving behind in this ranking Argentina, Brazil, India, China, Mexico. The absolute IDI figure rose from 3.93 to 5.01 during the last 3 years, which puts Belarus in the top 10 most dynamic countries.

Belarus is ranked 56th by the ICT price basket, in front of some EU states (Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovakia and Czech Republic), and Argentina, Brazil, India, China, Mexico.
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